
April 1, 1952 

Dr. Robert Austirim 
Department of baediuir~ 
Johns HcpkSm University 
8113, t&ore, Varyland 

Dear or. Austrian: 

I have just 8em your interest* very of Bauterfal %maformation 
&action8 in the current hue of Baotsriolo@.cal %9viaws. It appsare 
to me a very useftil BUJAUUWY of th% Stahl8 of the field aS of tie tL#r 
of ita writing, and regret that I did not ~8% it in t&no to imluda a 
reference to it in the paper that Zhndsr and I have sent in on genetic 
exchange in Salmonella. (You will. possfily have men hds afmouncsment 
in m3j. 

ThLs bv%nga me to the point of this letter, your reference 26. Proin 
the very be&wing, aa I understood it, (me pa. 4 , MB-l), XII3 has 
been agrated not to be a publimtion, and citations should not 1pe made 
to it. f wotid not have submitted mg ooranrant quoted a8 ref. 26 on any 
other ixasi6. Before yuch a CIJCMUXI~ i,~ quaked at length in ah unrestricted 
publfcation, I sould th%nk #at Nanzini ehould haw an opportmity to 
reply. ky f request, therefore, that an em&am be submitted for inclu- 
don in the next issue of Bact. Rev. that ref. 26 should have been per- 
sonal communication, 

Xatur?z.I.y, I IV Lx very mxch m.+erested in your W&3%8tiO~~EI on p. 35 
about the usefulness of traJI8fomatiOn8 ti K-X,?. #e have of cour8e tried 
to do this, coinplet&y fruitlessly, On the other hmd, while there is so 
far no evidence of 8exual recombination 51 Salmonella, 1 would not exclude 
the pOSSibilit,y of it, and we are look&'@ a8 hard as we c.m. I[t might be 
worthnpoi@tltng out that Boivin's obaervatfans are no longer accessible 
to verification, a8 his stra.¶m 8eem t(s have !~den Lmevocably lost about 
the time of his death. It is difficult for me to be sure just what he 
did have- that Le, the intoryretit~cn, nGt the experimmts. 

One last point (see your m&e 47, second para.): would you mke DNA 
part of the definition of a tmnsfoming factor? 

iday I ask you to save a reprint of the review for me? Thanks. 

YOUX'8 SfnC%X'dy, 

Joshua hderberg 


